nearer God while violent passions like anger and hatred take
him farther away. It was the all-absorbing love of the inno-
cent cowherds and Gopikas that compelled Sri Krishna, the
supreme to be with them. The Lord, whom the scriptures
describe as beyond thought and perception. Whom the saints.
and yogis struggled hard to reach, was within the easy reach
of the unlettered, rustic cowherds with whom He played.
Man should grow into childhood, said a great philosoper
since anger, jealousy and hatred are allien to the child. A
man possessed by such emotional outbursts losess control over
his faculties. Often his mind becomes warped and hence he
does not see things aright. Sisupala was a classic example
of this in the Mahabharata.

Sisupala showered abuse on Sri Krishna in the great
assembly of saints, kings and the learned on the occasion of
Yudhishtira's Rajasooya Yajna. Seething with rage, he used
the meanest language against the Lord when Bheeshma, Sage
Vyasa and other pious men had unanimously decided that
Sri Krishna deserved the first honours. Those great person-
ages extolled Sri Krishna and His great attributes. While
Sisupala invited his end by his unrestrained outburst.

114. The seed of Divinity

The compassion that God showers on men is profuse
and He does not allow them to be diservered from Him.
People may disobey Him, may show reluctance to approach
Him, commit misdeeds and May roll down to dismal depths
but God is ever ready to arrest their fall. One of the Hindu
traditions has it that the worshippable form the idol contains
the seed of all Divinity. The consecrated idol is reckoned
as the visible version of God. Apostles have derived imm-
ence delight in admiring the bewitching images enshrined in
temples and some of them have even preferred to stay in the
world for ever paying constant obeisance to them.

The presence of these idols serves as a lamp that illu-
mines a dark room. Worshipping them will kindle the devo-
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